
In this band students are introduced to the 
elements of drama: 
Elements of Drama 

role: taking on the point of view of a 
fictional character and listening and 
responding in role to others in role 
situation: establishing a fictional setting 
and relating to it in role 
voice and movement: using voice (for 
example, varying loudness/softness, 
pace and pitch) and body language (for 
example, posture, gestures, facial 
expression) to create role and situation 
focus: identifying the main idea of the 
drama 
audience: recognising that the purpose 
of drama is to share it for others. !
Viewpoints 
Examples of key questions and level of 
complexity for this band: 
Meanings and interpretations 

• What do you want your audience to 
think about your drama? 

• What did this drama make you think 
about?  

• How did you feel when making/
watching the drama? 

Forms and elements 
• How did the performers use their 

voices? 
• What sort of movements did the 

performers use? 
• What voice and movement have 

you noticed in others’ performances 
that you might consider in making 
your own drama and why? 

Societies and cultures 
•  Why are these people making 

drama?  
• Where are they making drama?  

Evaluations 
• What did you like best in the 

drama? Why?

Drama Knowledge and skills F–2

Teaching Drama with a sense of progression

In this band students build on the elements of drama 
introduced in the Foundation to Year2 band: 
Elements of Drama 

role and relationships: adopting a role and 
maintaining focus in role; communicating role traits; 
developing relationships between characters in a 
drama (for example, using dialogue to show 
relationships)  
situation: establishing a fictional setting using time 
and space; exploring how drama uses story 
structures 
voice and movement: varying voice (for example, 
clarity, pace, volume, projection) and movement and 
gesture to create belief in character and situation 
focus: framing point of view, situation and characters 
in drama 
tension: factors that contribute to tension or mystery 
in a drama; what’s happening next in the drama 
time and space: establishing a clear setting and 
sense of time to create belief in the drama 
language, ideas and dramatic action: central ideas 
or themes that give drama consistency 
audience: shaping drama for others using story 
structures. !
Viewpoints 
Examples of key questions and level of 
complexity for this band: 
Meanings and interpretations 

• What is the story and the ideas in the drama 
you watch and listen to? 

• Which of the characters do you identify with? 
• What relationships and situations do you 

recognise (or not recognise)? 
Forms and elements 

• How did the drama begin? Develop? 
Conclude? 

• How did the performers vary their voices, 
movement and gestures to create and share 
believable characters? 

• How are elements of drama such as role, 
situation, time and place part of the action? 

• What is the dramatic tension developed in the 
drama? 

Societies and cultures 
• What features and ideas in the drama come 

from other cultures, times and places? How 
have you used these ideas and features in 
your own drama? 

• Why do you think people from all different 
cultures make and respond to drama? 

Evaluations 
• How well did you collaborate to make drama?  
• What worked best in the drama?

Drama Knowledge and skills 3-4

In this band students focus on character, voice and movement while 
extending their knowledge and understanding of the elements of 
drama: 

Elements of Drama 

role, character and relationships: creating the inner and 
outer world of a character; differentiating between characters 
and stereotypes; analysing and portraying how relationships 
influence character development 
situation: sustaining a fictional setting using time and space 
voice and movement: varying voice (for example, clarity, 
pace, volume, projection) and movement, facial expression 
and gestures to create and sustain belief in character and 
situation 
focus: framing drama to highlight and communicate key story 
elements and characters’ motivations 
tension: factors that contribute to tension or suspense in 
stories and tension in characters’ relationships using sound, 
light and technology to heighten tension/suspense 
time and space: sustaining a clear setting and sense of time 
to create belief in the drama 
language, ideas and dramatic action: central ideas or 
themes that give perspectives and ideas to the audience 
mood and atmosphere: the feeling or tone of physical space 
and the dramatic action created by or emerging from the 
performance 
audience: shaping and sustaining drama for others using the 
conventions of story within drama to communicate meanings. !
Viewpoints 
Examples of key questions and level of complexity for this 
band: 
Meanings and interpretations 

• What did the performer intend audiences to 
experience and understand from the drama? 

• Why did you make this drama? 
Forms and elements 

• How is the voice, movement, gesture and the body 
used to represent a character, situation or idea? 

• How did the performers use the elements of drama? 
• How can the devised drama be developed to 

communicate meaning? 
Societies and cultures 

•  What are the traditions, customs and conventions of 
this drama? 

• How does this drama draw from other cultures, times 
and places?  

•  How have you used drama of other times, places and 
cultures in your own drama? 

Evaluations 
• How did the performers use the elements of drama 

and design elements effectively? 
• For what purposes did they make drama?  
• What evidence supports your judgment about the 

drama?

Drama Knowledge and skills 5-6

In this band students consolidate and extend their knowledge and understanding 
of the elements of drama: 

Elements of Drama 

role, character and relationships: maintaining commitment to role; 
exploring motivations and various facets of multidimensional characters; 
developing and analysing multidimensional relationships in the drama 
situation: improvising with/adapting available materials to establish 
setting; using conventions of story in drama 
voice and movement: sustain belief in character and situation through 
voice and movement; revealing character and situation through the use 
of voice, movement/blocking and props  
focus: using a range of devices and effects to highlight specific aspects 
of the performance for the audience 
tension: using foreshadowing and information withholding to create 
suspense focus and emphasis 
time and space: using rhythm and pace to enhance drama; using 
proxemics, blocking (for example, when and where to move) and stage 
areas (for example, upstage right, downstage centre) in planning and 
performance 
language, ideas and dramatic action: central ideas or themes that give 
perspectives and ideas to the audience 
mood and atmosphere: the feeling or tone of physical space and the 
dramatic action created by or emerging from the performance 
audience: using narrative and non-narrative dramatic forms and 
production elements to shape and sustain drama for formal and informal 
audiences. !
Viewpoints 
Examples of key questions and level of complexity for this band:  
Meanings and interpretations 

• What were the actor/director’s intentions in this drama? 
• What are your intentions in the drama you are making? 
•  What ideas did you think the drama expressed?  
• How did you engage with the drama? 

Elements, materials, skills and processes 
• What elements, forms and styles have been used? 
• How have the elements and materials been used and organised 

to create meaning in different forms and styles? 
•  What elements, forms and styles are you using in your drama 

and why? 
• How have design elements been used and why? 

Contexts 
•  What is the cultural context in which the drama was developed, 

or in which it is viewed, and what does it signify? 
•  How does this drama relate to its social context and that of its 

makers and audiences?  
• What are the appropriate protocols for viewing Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander drama and other culturally specific 
performance? 

• What historical forces and influences are evident in the drama? 
•  How does this style of drama vary from those seen in other 

traditions and other parts of the world? 
Evaluations 

• How successful was the director in expressing the intent clearly 
to the audience? 

• How well did the performers create role or character and 

Drama Knowledge and skills 7-8

What do students 
bring with them from 
outside school?

What’s changing from Band to Band? What stays the same?



Teaching Drama
Elements of Drama

Each Drama lesson needs to engage 
directly with these Elements of Drama	


and these 	


Skills, Techniques, Processes

What’s the essential Drama content 
knowledge you teach students?

role, character 
and relationships

role and character : identification and portrayal of a person’s values and  attitudes, 
intentions and actions as imagined relationships, situations and ideas in dramatic 
action

time relationships: the connections and interactions between people that affect the 
dramatic action

situation the setting and circumstances of the characters/roles actions

voice and 
movement

voice: using voice expressively to create roles, situations, relationships, atmosphere 
and symbols 	

movement: using facial expression, posture and action in space and time 
expressively to create roles, situations, relationships, atmosphere and symbols

focus directing and intensifying attention and framing moments of dramatic action

tension sense of anticipation or conflict within characters or character relationships or 
problems, surprise and mystery in stories and ideas to propel dramatic action and 
create audience engagement

space and time space:  the physical space of the performance and audience, fictional space of the 
dramatic action and the emotional space between characters	

time: fictional time in the narrative or setting; timing of one moment to the next 
contributing to the tension and rhythm of dramatic action

language, ideas,   
dramatic 
meaning, mood 
and atmosphere 
and symbol

language, ideas and dramatic meaning: the choice of linguistic expression and ideas 
in drama used to create dramatic action	

mood and atmosphere: the feeling or tone of physical space and the dramatic 
action created by or emerging from the performance	

symbol: associations that occur when something is used to represent something 
else to reinforce or extend dramatic meaning

audience experience of participating in the drama

Skills ✦working collaboratively 	

✦applying the elements of drama 

and principles of story 	

✦devising drama	

✦interpreting scripts	

✦performing	

✦scriptwriting	

✦applying design elements and 

production components

Techniques Voice and movement to make drama.

Processes ✦Dramatic playing	

✦role–playing	

✦improvising	

✦process drama	

✦play building	

✦interpreting scripts	

✦rehearsing and directing,	

✦responding to drama as audience. 


